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The U.S. experienced the warmest April on record, according to data from the National

Climatic Data Center in Asheville, N.C. The previous record for April was set in 1981. Dry
conditions accompanied the warm weather across large portions of the South and Southwest. At
the end of April, moderate-to-extreme drought affected 31 percent of the contiguous U.S., an
increase of 5 percent from March. Al Dutcher says that the current U.S. Drought Monitor puts a
good portion of eastern and north-central Nebraska out of drought, but these areas have not

received significant spring moisture and are abnormally dry.

Source: Drovers Alert. 5/25/06, Vol. 7, Issue 21.
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